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DANA LUCIANO

curriculum vitae

Department of English 

Rutgers University
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

dana.luciano@rutgers.edu
danaluciano.com

Education
1999
Ph.D. in English, Cornell University. Major Subject: American Literature. Minor Subjects: Women's Studies; LGBT Studies.

1996
M.A. in English, Cornell University.
1989
A.B. in Modern Literature and Society (Honors) and International Relations (magna cum laude), Brown University.

Current Position

Professor, Departments of English and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Rutgers University, 2024-present.
Director of Graduate Studies, Department of English, Rutgers University, 2023-2026.
Prior Appointments

Associate Professor, Departments of English and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Rutgers University, 2018-2024. 

Associate Professor, Department of English, Georgetown University, 2008-2018. 

Director, Women’s and Gender Studies Program, Georgetown University, 2009-2012.
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Georgetown University, 2004-2008.

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Hamilton College, 2000-2004.

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of English, Holy Cross College, 1999-2000.

Books and Journal Issues
Monographs:

How the Earth Feels: Geological Fantasy in the Nineteenth Century U.S. Duke University Press, 2024.

Arranging Grief:  Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century America. New York University Press, 2007. Winner of the Modern Language Association’s Prize for a First Book, 2008.

Time and Again: The Meanings of Spirit Photography. In progress.

Edited collections and journal issues:

 “Queer Inhumanisms.” Special double issue of GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, co-edited with Mel Y. Chen. 22: 2-3 (Spring/Summer 2015).

Unsettled States: Nineteenth-Century American Literary Studies. Essay collection, co-edited with Ivy G. Wilson. NYU Press, 2014.

Edited fora:

“Queer(s) Reading,” ASAP/J, May 31, 2021. https://asapjournal.com/tag/queers-reading/.
“Afterlives of Nineteenth-Century American Racism,” J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists 6:1 (Spring 2018).

Social Text Periscope dossier on Cruel Optimism and conversation with author Lauren Berlant, 2013. http://www.socialtextjournal.org/periscope/cruel-optimism/
Essays and Book Chapters

“The Ghost and the Gimmick: Spirit Photography and the Commodification of Secularism,” American Literature, forthcoming 2025.

“Bowie’s Queer Times,” in Denis Flanery, ed., The Cambridge Companion to David Bowie, Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2025.

“‘Of course, the world continues to end’: Weather and the Climate Crisis Ordinary,” Post45, September 2023. https://post45.org/2023/09/of-course-the-world-continues-to-end-weather-and-the-climate-crisis-ordinary/. 
“Unsettled Ground: Indigenous Prophecy, Geological Fantasy, and the New Madrid Earthquakes,” American Quarterly 74:4 (December 2022).

“Out of Time,” response to Extraction Ecologies and the Literature of the Long Exhaustion by Elizabeth Carolyn Miller, Victorian Studies 64:3 (Spring 2022).

“Love, or Something,” Capacious: Journal for Emerging Affect Inquiry 2:4 (2022).

“Ghosts of Another Time: Spiritualism, Photography, Enchantment,” in Christopher Castiglia and Susan Gillman, eds., Neither the Time nor the Place: Today’s Nineteenth Century, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2022.
“Queer(s) Reading; Introduction,” ASAP/J, May 31, 2021. https://asapjournal.com/queers-reading-1-introduction-dana-luciano/.
“That Sinking Feeling,” Capacious: Journal for Emerging Affect Inquiry 1:4 (2019). 

“The Anthropocene, 1492-???? (or, I Wish I Knew How to Quit You),” in Cody Marrs and Christopher Hager, eds., Timelines of American Literature, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2019.

“Queer Inhumanisms Revisited” (co-authored with Mel Y. Chen), GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 25:1 (Spring 2019).

“The Memory of Water,” in Tanja Widmann and Tonio Kroeger, eds, Post-Apocalyptic Realism, Munich: Museum Brandhorst Publications, 2018.

Introduction to “Afterlives of Nineteenth-Century American Racism,” J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists 6:1 (Spring 2018).

“Romancing the Trace: Edward Hitchcock’s Speculative Ichnology,” in Tobias Menely and Jesse Oak Taylor, eds., Anthropocene Reading: Literary History in Geologic Times, Penn State University Press, 2017.

“Touching Seeing,” American Literary History 28:1, spring 2016.

“Speaking Substances: Rock,” Los Angeles Review of Books, April 12, 2016. https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/speaking-substances-rock/ 
“How the Earth Feels: Interview,” Transatlantica: Revue d’études américaines, Special issue on Deep Time (Winter 2015). https://journals.openedition.org/transatlantica/7362
 “Has the Queer Ever Been Human?” (co-authored with Mel Y. Chen), introduction to “Queer Inhumanisms.” Special double issue of GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 22:2-3 (Spring/Summer 2015): 183-207.
“Tracking Prehistory,” J19: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Americanists 3.1 (Spring 2015).

"The Inhuman Anthropocene," Avidly/Los Angeles Review of Books, March 22, 2015. http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2015/03/22/the-inhuman-anthropocene/
 “Sacred Theories of Earth: Matters of Spirit in William and Elizabeth Denton’s The Soul of Things.” American Literature 86:4 (December 2014), special issue, “After the Post-Secular.” 
"Introduction: On Moving Ground," in Unsettled States: Nineteenth-Century American Literary Studies, co-edited with Ivy G. Wilson, NYU Press, 2014.

 “Unrealized: The Queer Time of The Hermaphrodite,” in Gary Williams and Renée Bergland, eds., Philosophies of Sex: Essays on The Hermaphrodite, Ohio State University Press, 2012.

 “Nostalgia for an Age Yet to Come: Velvet Goldmine’s Queer Archive,” in E.L. McCallum and Mikko Tuhkanen, eds., Queer Times, Queer Becomings, SUNY Press, 2011. Winner, MLA Crompton-Noll Award, 2012.

 “Geological Fantasies, Haunting Anachronies: Eros, Time, and History in Harriet Prescott Spofford’s ‘The Amber Gods,’” ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance 55:3-4, Special Issue, “Come Again?” December 2009. 

“Coming Around Again: The Queer Momentum of Far from Heaven,” GLQ 13:2-3 (Spring/Summer 2007), special issue, “Queer Temporalities.” Honorable mention, MLA Crompton-Noll Award, 2007.

 “Representative Mournfulness: Nation and Race in the Time of Lincoln,” in Lucy E. Frank, ed., Representations of Death in Nineteenth Century US Writing and Culture, Ashgate Press, 2007. 

 “Love’s Measures,” contribution to roundtable on Brokeback Mountain, ed. Scott Herring, GLQ 13:1 (Winter 2006). 

 “Mourning,” in Janet Gabler-Hover and Robert D. Sattelmeyer, eds. American History through Literature, 1820-1870, Scribner, 2005.

“Melville’s Untimely History: ‘Benito Cereno’ as Counter-Monumental Narrative,” Arizona Quarterly 60:3 (Fall 2004). 

 “The Gothic Meets Sensation: Brockden Brown, Poe, Southworth and Lippard,” in Shirley Samuels, ed, Companion to American Fiction 1780-1865, Blackwell Press, 2004.

“Voicing Removal: Mourning (as) History in Catherine Maria Sedgwick’s Hope Leslie,” The Western Humanities Review 58:2 (Fall 2004). Reprinted in Nineteenth Century Literary Criticism: 19th Century American Women Social Activists (1): Indian Rights, Gale Press, 2022.

 “Passing Shadows: Melancholy Nationality and Black Publicity in Pauline E. Hopkins’s Of One Blood,” in David Eng and David Kazanjian, eds., Loss:  The Psychic and Social Contexts of Melancholia, University of California Press, 2003. 

 “Invalid Relations: Henry James’s The Portrait of a Lady,” The Henry James Review 23:2 (May 2002).

“'Perverse Nature': Edgar Huntly and the Novel's Reproductive Disorders,” American Literature 70:1 (March 1998). 

“This is not religion, this is terrorism!” Documents 4/5 (1994). Reprinted in Fillip 17 (Fall 2012).

Other Writing 
“Untitled, for Lauren.” In the Moment: Critical Inquiry blog, July 21, 2021. https://critinq.wordpress.com/2021/07/21/untitled-for-lauren/
"MLA: Don't Capitulate. Advocate." Co-author. Inside Higher Education, June 24, 2014. https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2014/06/24/essay-critiques-mla-report-graduate-education
"Trigger Warnings are Flawed." Co-author. Inside Higher Education, May 29, 2014. https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2014/05/29/essay-faculty-members-about-why-they-will-not-use-trigger-warnings
“Citizenship in Flames.” In Media Res, theme week, “Queer Citizenship,” March 13, 2009. http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/imr/2009/03/12/citizenship-flames
Invited Talks, Presentations, and Seminars 
“Settler Geology and the End(s) of the World,” keynote, Subsurface Ecologies symposium, May 10, 2024; featured talk, Energy, Empire and Extractivism in the Age of Conrad symposium, University of Paris Cité, May 14, 2024; lecture, King’s College London, May 16, 2024.

“How the Earth Feels,” Greenhouse Environmental Humanities online book talk series, April 22, 2024.

“Beyond the Human: Ellen Gallagher’s Black Feminist Futures,” keynote, “Boundaries and Borders” conference, Seton Hall University, April 19, 2024.
“Method, Feeling, and the Queer Inhuman: Dialogue with Dana Luciano and Mel Y. Chen,” Intellectual Publics, CUNY, Tuesday, March 5th, 2024.

“Climate Grief, Anxiety, and Depression: A Workshop,” Wake Forest University, October 20, 2022.

“Freedom’s Ammonite: Blackness, Geomorphology, Worldmaking,” Wake Forest University, October 19, 2022.
“Oceanic Time and Black Feminist Futures,” for Asynchronicity symposium, Ludwig Forum for International Art, Aachen and Kölnischer Kunstverein, Cologne, Germany (online), May 8, 2022.
“Freedom’s Ammonite: Blackness, Geomorphology, Worldmaking,” for Asynchronicity symposium, Ludwig Forum for International Art, Aachen and Kölnischer Kunstverein, Cologne, Germany (online), May 7, 2022.
Roundtable Participant, “Pedagogies of Unlearning: Remembering Lauren Berlant,” Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies (online), December 15, 2021.
“Against the Time of Exception,” roundtable talk, “Grief and Grievance in a Pandemic,” University of Chicago (online), May 20, 2021.
Guest speaker, “The Disciplinary Expanse of Geology,” Oakley Research Seminar, Williams College (online), March 30, 2021.

“The Planetary Crisis Ordinary,” panel talk, “The Unfinished Business of Cruel Optimism: Crisis, Affect, Sentimentality,” Bonham Center for Sexual Diversity Studies, University of Toronto (online), November 19, 2020.
“Presentism,” seminar co-leader (with Jeffrey Insko), Dissent: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Coral Gables, FL, April 3, 2020.

 “Melville’s Anthropocenes,” lecture, University of Richmond, October 24, 2019.
“Publishing in the Environmental Humanities,” panel talk, University of Oregon, April 11, 2019.
“On Feeling Deep Time,” lecture, Swiss Institute of Contemporary Art, NYC, January 30, 2019.

“The End of the World as We Knew It,” lecture for Unnatural Disasters: Climate Change and the Limits of the Knowable, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, September 15, 2018.
“How the Earth Feels,” lecture for “Making Oddkin: For Joy, for Trouble, for Volcano Love,” Nisyros, Greece, September 9, 2018.
“That Sinking Feeling,” talk for Stone Walks Lancaster: Militarisms, Migration, and Speculative Geology, Lancaster, PA, August 10, 2018.

 “Convulsive Affects,” spotlight (keynote) lecture for Capacious: Affect Inquiry/Making Space, Lancaster, PA, August 10, 2018.

 “Haunting,” seminar leader, Capacious: Affect Inquiry/Making Space, Lancaster, PA, August 9, 2018.
“Melville and the Non-Human,” seminar co-leader (with Kyla Wazana Tompkins), International Melville Society Conference, London, England, June 30, 2017.

“Love and Death in the Anthropocene: Affect, Genre, Moby-Dick,” Futures of American Studies Institute, Dartmouth College, June 24, 2017.

“Love and Death in the Anthropocene: Affect, Genre, Moby-Dick,” University of California at Davis, May 1, 2017.

“The Memory of Water,” for Post-Apocalyptic Realism symposium, Museum Brandhorst, Munich, Germany, March 17, 2017.

 “Earthquakes for Boys,” Center for Humanistic Inquiry, Amherst College, Saturday, February 18, 2017.
“Earthquakes for Boys,” Queer Inhumanisms symposium, Center for Sexual Diversity Studies, University of Toronto, February 10, 2017.

Panelist, roundtable on David Catlin’s stage adaptation of Moby-Dick, Arena Stage, December 11, 2016.
“Love and Death in the Anthropocene: Geologic Time, Genre, Moby-Dick,” Beaver Brook Lecture in American Literature and Environmental Studies, Connecticut College Department of English, April 21, 2016.

“Animating Entanglements,” presentation and seminar with Mel Y. Chen, Dartmouth College Gender Research Institute, Friday, April 15, 2016.

“Spirit Friends,” Duke University Program in Women’s Studies, March 31, 2016.

“Beyond Thoreau: Re-imagining Environmental Pedagogy,” seminar co-leader (with Jennifer James), C19: The Society for 19th Century Americanists Conference, Penn State University, March 19, 2016.

“Love and Death in the Anthropocene: Geologic Time, Genre, Moby-Dick,” Keynote, Personhood conference, Queens College Department of English, December 3, 2015.

“Love and Death in the Anthropocene: Geologic Time, Genre, Moby-Dick,” Local Americanists Speaker Series, University of Maryland Department of English, December 1, 2015.

“Love and Death in the Anthropocene.” Keynote, Climate Literacies Symposium, Oakland University, October 15, 2015.

“Queer Feminist Matters,” conversation with Ann Cvetkovich, LGBT Studies, Cornell University, April 22, 2015.

“What the Earth Remembers,” Contested Global Landscapes Project Conference, Institute for the Social Sciences, Cornell University, April 9, 2015.

“Romancing the Trace: Edward Hitchcock's Speculative Ichnology,” Department of English, Johns Hopkins University, March 26, 2015.

“Thinking in the Anthropocene,” roundtable, Lannan Symposium: In Nature's Wake: The Art and Politics of the Environmental Crisis, Georgetown University, March 25, 2015.

“Romancing the Trace: Edward Hitchcock's Speculative Ichnology,” Society for the Humanities/Atkinson Center Annual Lecture on Sustainable Futures, Cornell University, March 2, 2015.

“Time and Again: The Circuits of Spirit Photography,” Circuit, Current, Connection Symposium, Penn State, Center for American Literary Studies, February 27, 2015.

“Romancing the Trace: Edward Hitchcock's Speculative Ichnology,” SUNY Albany, Department of English, February 25, 2015.

“Geo-Testimonial in the Anthropocene,” New Matters and Queer Life Symposium, Yale University, Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program, January 30, 2015.

“How the Earth Feels: Geo-Affect in Times of Crisis,” Cornell University, Society for the Humanities, October 31, 2014.

“Romancing the Trace: Ichnology, Aesthetics and Agency, 1835-1860,” University of Toronto Affect Seminar, October 24, 2014.

“On Moving Ground: The Unsettled States of American Studies,” Northwestern University, October 17, 2014.

 “Romancing the Trace: Ichnology, Aesthetics and Agency, 1835-1860,” Rutgers University Americanist Seminar, May 1, 2014.

“Romancing the Trace: Ichnology and Affect, 1835-1860,” Columbia University American Studies Seminar, February 4, 2014.

“How the Earth Feels: Geological Fantasy and the Queer Nonhuman,” University of Southern California, October 17, 2013. 

“Time and Again: The Circuits of Spirit Photography,” University of California-Irvine, May 30, 2013.

“Sacred Theories of Earth, or, What It’s Like to Channel a Thing,” University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 11, 2013; Columbia University, March 29, 2013.

“Sacramental Geology,” University of California-Berkeley, April 3, 2013.

“Earthiness, Enchantment, Exuberance,” Johns Hopkins University, November 2, 2012.

“The Erotics of Objects: Reading, Sex, ‘A New England Nun,’ English Department Americanist Colloquium, University of California-Los Angeles, October 11, 2012.

“The Way We Read Sex Now,” Pomona College, March 2, 2012.

“Touching Spirits,” keynote address, George Washington University Graduate English Colloquium, February 10, 2012. 

“Feminism withoutumHum

 Humans,” for the Program for the Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality Futures Seminar, Johns Hopkins University, December 8, 2011.

“Spirits That Matter, or, the Return of the Ghost,” Pomona College, October 13, 2011.

“Spirits That Matter: Spiritualism, Photography and the History of Worlds,” Americanist Colloquium, Yale University, September 29, 2011.

“The Ghostly Turn,” keynote address, “Critical Junctures: America and its Crises,” Chesapeake Area American Studies Association conference, George Mason University, April 2, 2011.

 “The Politics of (Queer) Grief,” Hamilton College, November 8, 2010.
 “Touching, Clinging, Haunting, Worlding: On the Spirit Photograph,” keynote address, “Death and Representation,” University of Rochester, March 26, 2010; invited talk, Haverford College, March 27, 2010; Bowdoin College, April 30, 2010; Cornell University, October 1, 2010; Wellesley College, November 2, 2010. 

Selected Conference Presentations 
Chair, “Melville’s Queer Afterlives,” The End: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Pasadena, CA, March 14, 2024.

Chair, “Creative Historiographies,” American Studies Association Annual Convention, Montreal, Quebec, CA, November 2, 2023.
Roundtable participant, “Planetary Emergency as Working Conditions,” Modern Language Association Convention, San Francisco, CA, January 6, 2022.

“Black Feminist Futures of Moby-Dick: Ellen Gallagher’s Oceanic Ecstasies,” for “Melville’s Queer Energies,” 13th International Melville Society Conference, Paris, France, June 30, 2022; and for “Queer Reconstructions of the Nineteenth Century,” Reconstructions: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Coral Gables, FL, April 2, 2022.

Chair, “C19, or….? Reconstructing Time in the Environmental Humanities,” Reconstructions: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Coral Gables, FL, April 1, 2022.

“Of Course, the World Continues to End,” for “Stuckness: Reading and the Time of Climate Change,” Modern Language Association Convention, online, January 7, 2022.

“Love, or Something,” for “Lauren Berlant: A Life in Criticism,” Modern Language Association Convention, online, January 6, 2022.

Chair, “Sex in the Archives: A Roundtable Discussion,” American Studies Association Convention, online, October 12, 2021.
“Revelation and Deception, or, The Selfie Trick,” for “Face Time: Prehistories of the Selfie,” roundtable, Dissent: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, online, April 4, 2020. 

“Nuclear Wasting,” for “Ruin, Rot, Decay,” roundtable, Modern Language Association Convention, Seattle, WA, January 11, 2020. 

  Chair, “Queer(s) Reading,” Modern Language Association Convention, Seattle, WA, January 10, 2020.  

“Matters of Sight,” for “Critical Visualities Across Space and Time, American Studies Association Convention, Honolulu, HI, November 9, 2019.
“That Sinking Feeling,” for Structural and Infrastructural Violence: Environmental Justice in a New Frame, American Studies Association Convention, Atlanta, GA, November 8, 2018.
“Melancholia,” for “Our Secular Concepts,” American Comparative Literature Association Convention, Los Angeles, California, March 31, 2018.

“Indian Underground: Geological Fantasy and Settler Colonialism,” for “The Subterranean Nineteenth Century,” Climate: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Albuquerque, NM, March 24, 2018. 
Chair, “Other Humans,” Climate: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Albuquerque, NM, March 24, 2018.
“The Memory of Water,” for “Political Disappointment,” Modern Language Association Convention, New York, NY, January 5, 2018. 

 “I Wish I Knew How to Quit You,” for “Anthropocene Reading,” roundtable, Modern Language Association Convention, New York, NY, January 4, 2018. 

 “Earthquakes for Boys,” for “Ecological Catastrophe, Past and Present,” roundtable, Modern Language Association Convention, Philadelphia, PA, January 6, 2017. 

“Extinction,” for “Unsettling? The Field of C19 Studies: A Roundtable,” Unsettling: C19, The Society for 19th Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Penn State University, March 19, 2016. 

Chair, “Queer History and the Ontological Turn,” Modern Language Association Convention, Austin, TX, January 9, 2016. 

Chair, “Afterlives of Nineteenth-Century American Racism,” Modern Language Association Convention, Austin, TX, January 9, 2016. 

“Love and Death in the Anthropocene,” for “Forms and Fantasies of Annihilation,” American Studies Association Convention, Toronto, ON, October 8, 2015. 

“Rocks,” for “Speaking Substances: Media for the Anthropocene,” Modern Language Association Convention, January 8, 2015. 

“Fossils,” for “Enchanted Objects,” roundtable, Commons: C19, The Society of Nineteenth Century Americanists Biennial conference, Chapel Hill, NC, March 14, 2014.
Chair, “Here and Now: The Critical Possibilities of the Textured Present,” American Studies Association Convention, Washington, DC, November 23, 2013.
“Stuff White People Like,” for New Materialisms, Futurity, Speculative Realisms plenary session, American Studies Association Convention, San Juan, Puerto Rico, November 16, 2012. 

“Sacred Theories of Earth, or, Getting Your Rocks Off,” for “Nonsecular Embodiments in Antebellum America,” Prospects: A New Century, C19: The Society of Nineteenth Century Americanists Biennial Conference, Berkeley, CA, April 13, 2012. 

“Turning to Stone,” for Affective Histories, Critical Transformations session, American Studies Association Convention, Baltimore, MD, October 21, 2011. 

“Touching the Spirit Photograph,” for “The Spectral and the Spectacular,” Imagining: A New Century, C19: The Society of Nineteenth Century Americanists Inaugural Conference, Penn State University, May 23, 2010. 

“Sex and Time,” for “Time after History,” Modern Language Association Convention, Philadelphia, PA, December 29, 2009. 

“The Revery Alone,” for “Speculative Sexualities,” American Studies Association Convention, Washington, DC, November 5, 2009. 

“Rejoicing in the Time to Come’: Spiritualism’s Spectral Erotics,” for “Dispossessive Desires, Spectral Sexualities,” Narrative Conference, Birmingham, UK, June 2009. 

“Feeling Flat,” for Depression and Neo-Liberalism session, American Studies Association Convention, Philadelphia, PA, October 11-14, 2007. 

“Post-Melancholia,” for GLQ Salon: Queer Temporalities, Cultural Studies Association Annual Conference, Portland, OR, April 21, 2007. 

“Femininity’s Queer Time, or, Far from Heaven,” for Heterosexuality: Queer Perspectives on Visual Culture session, Modern Language Association Convention, Washington, DC, December 28, 2005 and “The New Politics of Time,” Cultural Studies Association Annual Conference, Arlington, VA, April 19, 2006. 

“Untimely Histories of Empire: Frederick Douglass, William Apess and the Revision of National Time,” for “History and Memory,” Frederick Douglass and Herman Melville: A Sesquicentennial Presentation, New Bedford, MA, June 23, 2005. 

Awards, Fellowships, and Grants 
Center for Cultural Analysis fellow, seminar, “What is Photography?” Rutgers University, 2020-2021. 

Andrew H. Mellon Foundation, Sawyer Seminar grantee/co-director for “Approaching the Anthropocene: Global Culture and Planetary Change,” Georgetown University, 2016-2018. 

David R. Atkinson Center for a Sustainable Future Fellowship, Cornell University Society for the Humanities, 2014-2015. 

Senior Fellowship, Georgetown University, spring 2015. 
NEH Residential Fellowship, Huntington Library, 2012-2013. 
NEH Residential Fellowship, Library Company of Philadelphia, fall 2012 (declined). 

MLA Crompton-Noll Award for best essay in lesbian/gay studies, 2012. 
Teaching, Learning and Technology Fellowship, Georgetown University, 2011-2012. 

Distinguished Achievement in Research Award, Georgetown University, 2009. 
Modern Language Association Prize for a First Book, 2008. 
Honorable mention, Crompton-Noll Award for best essay in lesbian/gay studies, 2007. 

Healey Fellowship, Georgetown University, 2007. 
National Humanities Center Summer Institute in Literary Studies Fellowship, July 2005. 

Tanner Humanities Center Fellowship, University of Utah, 2003-2004. 

Selected Professional Service 

Editorial Collective, Regeneration: Environment, Art, Culture, 2023-present.

Nominating Committee, Herman Melville Society, 2023-present.

Advisory Board, Doing STS, Vancouver, CA, 2023-present.
Advisory Committee, PMLA, 2022-present.
Editorial Advisory Board, Salvaging the Anthropocene (book series), West Virginia University Press, 2018-present. 
Editorial Collective, Resilience: A Journal of the Environmental Humanities, 2018-2023. 

Humanities Review Editor, GLQ: A Journal of Gay and Lesbian Studies, 2011-2018. 
C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists: Travel Grant for Scholars with Limited Funds Coordinator, 2018-2020; Program Committee, 2010-2012; Advisory Board, 2008-2017.

External Reviewer: Department of Comparative Literature, American University of Paris, fall 2019.

Editorial Board, American Literature, 2016-2018. 
Executive Committee, MLA Division on Nineteenth-Century American Literature, 2013-2018. 

Selection Committee, Modern Language Association Prize for a First Book, 2014-2016. 

Chesapeake Area American Studies Association, Board Member, 2011-2013. 
External Reviewer: Comparative Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program, Fairfield University, spring 2012. 
Selection Committee, Alan Bray Book Award, GL/Q Caucus of the Modern Language Association, 2009 and 2012. 
DC Queer Studies Consortium, founder and coordinator, 2007-2010. 

Chair, Selection Committee, Michael Lynch Service Award, GL/Q Caucus of the Modern Language Association, 2007-2008. 

